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Project: Around Her Table: A Digital Archive of Azorean-American Women’s Cultural Artifacts 

RPI: Dr. Daniel Richards, PhD, Arts & Letters, English 

Investigator: Suzanne Sink, Doctoral Candidate, Arts & Letters, English 

 

IRB Application Supplemental Materials: 

1. Recruitment Materials 

2. Screening Questionnaire 

3. Pre-participation Interview Questions 

4. Narrative Collection Interview Questions 

 

Recruitment: 

The following text will be shared online on Facebook and Twitter: 

Call for Participation: Around Her Table: A Digital Archive of Azorean-American Women’s 

Cultural Artifacts is seeking participants to contribute family narratives and cultural artifacts for 

digital representation in an online archive. Participants must have immigrated from the Azores 

prior to 1940 or be the daughter or granddaughter of someone who immigrated from the Azores 

prior to 1940. Participants should currently live or have grown up in the New England area, 

preferably Rhode Island or Massachusetts. Unlike other archives focused on public 

accomplishments in business or government, this is an opportunity to help preserve Azorean-

American culture and history from within the home—the stories, the people, the food, and the 

objects we share around our tables. Those interested should complete the following 

questionnaire: Contributor Interest Form or contact Suzanne Parenti Sink at ssink002@odu.edu. 

Screening Questionnaire: 

Thank you for your interest in contributing to the Around Her Table archive that is being 

constructed as a digital dissertation project by Suzanne Parenti Sink, a native Bristolian of 

Azorean descent and current doctoral candidate at Old Dominion University. The purpose of this 

archive to collect and preserve the stories and artifacts that document the Azorean-American 

women's experience and make them accessible to future generations and the wider community. 

Selected families will work together with the project creator to contribute recorded family 

histories and digital images of cultural artifacts such as photographs, letters, recipes, and family 

keepsakes. Contributors will retain all personal possessions, but will grant the archive permission 

to publish them digitally with identifying information for sources. 

The purpose of this survey is to express an interest in contributing to the archive, but does not 

guarantee family selection. In this initial archive-building stage, a group of 7-10 families will be 

selected. Determinations of contributors will be made according to several factors including 

island of origin, place of settlement, primary contributor's relationship to the initial act of 

immigration, and potential number of secondary contributors. Artifact collection will be 

scheduled during spring 2017. 

https://goo.gl/forms/FsZe6hsDMD4y6jVb2
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Please contact Suzanne Parenti Sink at ssink002@odu.edu if you have any questions.    

1. Name of Primary Contributor. Please enter the full name of the woman interested in 

serving as the primary contributor for the family group. The primary contributor is 

responsible for direct communication with the archivist and scheduling and planning data 

collection.  

2. Contact Information. Please provide an email address and phone number where the 

primary contributor can be contacted.  

3. Family Group Name. The archive will be primarily organized by family group. Family 

groups are defined as women who are related through a common female ancestor who 

emigrated from the Azores. Please provide the full name of the common female 

ancestor(s) who was born in the Azores but immigrated to the United States during her 

lifetime if different from the primary contributor; include maiden name if known. 

Contributors may belong to multiple family groups through maternal or paternal family 

immigration acts. Please provide any information regarding the primary contributors' 

relationship to the individual(s) identified as the common ancestor(s). 

4. Island of Origin. To the best of your knowledge, what is the island from which your 

family group's common female ancestor emigrated? 

a. Flores 

b. Corvo 

c. Graciosa 

d. Terceira 

e. Sao Jorge 

f. Pico 

g. Faial 

h. Sao Miguel 

i. Santa Maria 

j. Formigas Reef 

k. Unsure/Don't Know 

l. Mainland Portugal 

5. Point of Settlement. To the best of your knowledge, where in the United States did your 

common female ancestor settle? 

a. Bristol County, Rhode Island (Bristol, Warren, Barrington) 

b. Newport County, Rhode Island (Newport, Middletown, Portsmouth, Tiverton, 

Jamestown, Little Compton) 

c. Rhode Island outside Bristol or Newport Counties 

d. New Bedford, Massachusetts 

e. Fall River, Massachusetts 

f. Unsure/Don't Know 

g. Other 

6. Era of Immigration. To the best of your knowledge, when did the common female 

ancestor immigrate to the United States? 

a. Prior to 1900 

b. Between 1900 and 1930 
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c. After 1930 

d. Unsure/Don't Know 

7. Language. What is your primary language?  

a. English 

b. Portuguese 

c. English with proficiency or fluency in spoken Portuguese 

d. English with proficiency or fluency in both spoken and written Portuguese 

8. Possible Artifact Contributions. The archive hopes to collect photographic images of 

family keepsakes, especially those objects that may have been carried to the United States 

during the immigration act. If desired, please provide a brief description of any objects 

with particular importance to your family associated with Azorean immigration, heritage, 

or culture. Household objects used prior to 1940 are of interest. Objects need not have 

monetary value, but should be personally significant.  

Pre-participation Interview Questions: 

1. What would you expect to see in an archive about Azorean-American women? 

2. Why might you want to visit an archive like this? 

3. What would you want archive users to experience and take away? 

4. Have you ever been to any exhibit or archive at a museum or community center (church, 

university, private organization) that was dedicated to Azorean-American women? 

5. What types of artifacts would most benefit you or your families to see preserved and 

displayed?  

6. What would be important to you to have considered in the design process of an archive 

like this? Any special considerations or concerns? 

7. Do you have any additional comments or concerns you want to express about the 

archive? 

Narrative Collection Interview Questions: 

1. What can you tell me about the first woman in your family to emigrate from the Azores? 

a. What is your relationship to her? 

b. What are her vital statistics: name, age, status in family, occupation, education? 

c. What island was she from? Village? 

d. Was she married at the time of immigration? 

e. Why did she leave? 

f. Who, if anybody, did she know in the United States?  

2. What do you know about her life after immigration? 

a. Did she work or attend school? 

b. Did she marry or have a family? How many children did she have? Did she care 

for parents at some point? 

c. Did she attend church? If so, which church? 

d. What skills or hobbies did she have? 

3. What can you tell me about her personality?  
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4. Can you tell me about your strongest memory associated with her? A memorable 

experience? 

5. In what ways do you think she influenced you and her family? 

6. How did she feel toward her birthplace? Toward America?  

7. What cultural traditions were practiced in her home? Language? Food? Religious 

festivals? Religious iconography in the home such as saint altars? 

8. Are there any objects saved or passed down that were brought over from the Azores during 

immigration? What are the oldest objects in your home that came from family members? 

What family heirlooms or keepsakes do you have? What can you tell me about their 

origins? 


