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Around Her Table: A Digital Archive of Azorean-American Women’s Cultural Artifacts  
 
INTRODUCTION 
The purposes of this form are to give you information that may affect your decision whether to say YES or NO to 
participation in this research, and to record the consent of those who say YES.  
 
Around Her Table: A Digital Archive of Azorean-American Women’s Cultural Artifacts is a digital archive to be designed 
and curated as part of a dissertation, by doctoral candidate Suzanne Parenti Sink, to build a digital cultural archive 
featuring the oral histories (narratives) and family keepsakes (domestic or cultural objects) of Azorean-American women 
who have settled in the New England area. The archive itself will contain audio and video recordings of the participants 
sharing their family histories and preparing family recipes, still images of archive participants, and digital images of the 
artifacts that have been selected in collaboration with the investigator. Physical artifacts will not be collected by, stored by, 
or donated to the archive and will remain in the private ownership of the participants. 
 
RESEARCHERS 
 
Responsible Principal Investigator: Dr. Daniel P Richards, PhD, Assistant Professor, College of Arts & Letters, 
Department of English 
 
Investigator: Suzanne Parenti Sink, MA, Doctoral Candidate, College of Arts & Letters, Department of English 
 
DESCRIPTION OF RESEARCH STUDY 
Several studies have been conducted and archives built examining the subject of Azorean-Americans; however, many of 
these studies and archives focus more on figures of economic and political significance, as opposed to domestic life within 
the home. As a result, women, whose domain is primarily the home, are underrepresented in the archives and the cultural 
objects and family keepsakes are less visible, despite the clearly important function they play in the transmission of 
culture.  
 
If you decide to participate, then you will join a study involving research on effective archival design and archivist decision 
making while also contributing content for a digital archive featuring cultural objects and family histories of Azorean-
American women. Participants will work with the researchers through interviews to develop an archival design plan, 
including discussion of what an archive of this subject should include and what expectations users might have for content. 
Participants will contribute family histories and recipes through audiovisual recordings and select family keepsakes and 
cultural objects to be recorded in digital images that can be shared as artifacts for the public, open-access digital archive. 
say YES, then your participation will last for approximately 3-5 hours over the course of two or more meetings, by phone 
or web conference to collect responses to interview questions about the design and then in person in the spring of 2017 to 
record family histories and take photographs/scans of artifacts at participants’ home. The archive is committed to being 
accessible online for a minimum of five years; however, participants will be furnished with copies of all digital artifacts. 
Data may be donated to an institution, such as a museum or library, at the point of the archive’s dissolution. 
Approximately 5-7 families will be participating in this study. 
 
EXCLUSIONARY CRITERIA 
You should have completed the screening questionnaire to determine eligibility based on island of origin (Azores), date of 
immigration (1940 or earlier), and place of settlement (New England). To the best of your knowledge, you should not have 
concerns about being publicly visible online that would keep you from participating in this study. 
 
RISKS AND BENEFITS 
RISKS:  If you decide to participate in this study, then you may face a risk of experiencing discomfort associated with 
remembering and discussing the past, such as discussing and looking at photographs of deceased family members, as 
well as being the subject of publicly available information, such as feelings of self-consciousness, exposure, negative 
public feedback, or invasion of privacy. The researcher tried to reduce these risks by allowing participants to withdraw 
from participation and have personal contributions to the archive removed at any time and by requiring all public 
comments to be approved by the investigator prior to posting online to ensure that participants are not subject to negative 
comments. And, as with any research, there is some possibility that you may be subject to risks that have not yet been 
identified. 
 



 
BENEFITS:  The main benefit to you for participating in this study is the free digital preservation of family history and 
artifacts that participants will have full-access and ownership of to share among their own networks. Others may benefit 
by learning more about their own Azorean-American heritage and expand their understanding of their cultural ancestry. 
 
COSTS AND PAYMENTS 
The researchers are unable to give you any payment for participating in this study. 
 
NEW INFORMATION 
If the researchers find new information during this study that would reasonably change your decision about participating, 
then they will give it to you. 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
Due to the nature of the open-access archive and the purpose to preserve Azorean-American women’s cultural objects 
and family histories for the benefit of the community and subsequent generations, participation in the study will not be 
anonymous. Participants’ names, images, responses to interview questions, family keepsakes, and personal family 
histories will be made public and observable by all archive users. However, the researchers will take reasonable steps to 
keep private information, such as all contact information, confidential. The results of this study may be used in reports, 
presentations, and publications; but the researcher will not identify you.  Of course, your records may be subpoenaed by 
court order or inspected by government bodies with oversight authority. 
 
WITHDRAWAL PRIVILEGE 
It is OK for you to say NO.  Even if you say YES now, you are free to say NO later, and walk away or withdraw from the 
study -- at any time. You have the right to have contributed narratives and artifacts removed from the digital archive at any 
time. Contact investigator Suzanne Parenti sink at 704-995-5137 or ssink002@odu.edu to request removal.  
 
COMPENSATION FOR ILLNESS AND INJURY 
If you say YES, then your consent in this document does not waive any of your legal rights.  However, in the event of 
harm or injury arising from this study, neither Old Dominion University nor the researchers are able to give you any 
money, insurance coverage, free medical care, or any other compensation for such injury.  In the event that you suffer 
injury as a result of participation in any research project, you may contact investigator Suzanne Parenti Sink at 704-995-
5137, Dr. Daniel Richards the responsible principal investigator at 757-683-4629, Dr. George Maihafer the current IRB 
chair at 757-683-4520 at Old Dominion University, or the Old Dominion University Office of Research at 757-683-3460 
who will be glad to review the matter with you. 
 
VOLUNTARY CONSENT 
By signing this form, you are saying several things.  You are saying that you have read this form or have had it read to 
you, that you are satisfied that you understand this form, the research study, and its risks and benefits.  The researchers 
should have answered any questions you may have had about the research.  If you have any questions later on, then the 
researchers should be able to answer them: 
 
Investigator: Suzanne Parenti Sink, 704-995-5137, ssink002@odu.edu 
Responsible Principal Investigator: Dr. Daniel Richards, 757-683-4629, dprichar@odu.edu 
 
If at any time you feel pressured to participate, or if you have any questions about your rights or this form, then you should 
call Dr. George Maihafer, the current IRB chair, at 757-683-4520, or the Old Dominion University Office of Research, at 
757-683-3460. 
 
And importantly, by signing below, you are telling the researcher YES, that you agree to participate in this study.  The 
researcher should give you a copy of this form for your records. 
 

 
 
 
 Subject's Printed Name & Signature                                                    

 
 
 

Date 
 
 
 
 Parent / Legally Authorized Representative’s Printed Name & Signature (If applicable)              

 
 
 

Date 
 
 
 
Witness' Printed Name & Signature (if Applicable)                                                  

 
 
 

Date 

mailto:ssink002@odu.edu
mailto:ssink002@odu.edu


 
 
INVESTIGATOR’S STATEMENT 
I certify that I have explained to this subject the nature and purpose of this research, including benefits, risks, costs, and 
any experimental procedures.  I have described the rights and protections afforded to human subjects and have done 
nothing to pressure, coerce, or falsely entice this subject into participating.  I am aware of my obligations under state and 
federal laws, and promise compliance.  I have answered the subject's questions and have encouraged him/her to ask 
additional questions at any time during the course of this study.  I have witnessed the above signature(s) on this consent 
form. 
 
 

 
 
 
 Investigator's Printed Name & Signature 

             
 
 

Date 
 

 


